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Children	
  with	
  disabili=es	
  are	
  at	
  a	
  significantly	
  greater	
  
risk	
  of	
  violence	
  than	
  are	
  their	
  peers	
  without	
  
disabili=es1	
  
	
  

Mul=ple,	
  oHen	
  insurmountable	
  barriers	
  to	
  repor=ng,	
  
inves=ga=on	
  and	
  prosecu=on,	
  exacerbated	
  by	
  failure	
  
to	
  provide	
  inclusive	
  services	
  and	
  reasonably	
  
accommodate	
  2	
  

High	
  perpetrator	
  impunity2	
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Disability	
  is	
  a	
  human	
  rights	
  issue	
  



Mul=-­‐layered	
  discrimina=on3	
  

Societal	
  percep=ons	
  about	
  disability	
  

Structural	
  violence4	
  

Uncons=tu=onal	
  effec=ve	
  denial	
  of	
  the	
  right	
  to	
  educa=on5	
  

‘Disability-­‐poverty	
  cycle’6	
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Disability	
  is	
  a	
  human	
  rights	
  issue	
  

Pooled	
  prevalence	
  es=mates:	
  	
  
26·∙7%	
  for	
  combined	
  violence	
  measures,	
  odds	
  ra=o	
  3·∙68	
  
(2·∙56–5·∙29)	
  	
  
	
  

20·∙4%	
  for	
  physical	
  violence,	
  odds	
  ra=o	
  3·∙56	
  (2·∙80–4·∙52)	
  
	
  	
  

13·∙7%	
  for	
  sexual	
  violence,	
  odds	
  ra=o	
  2·∙88	
  (2·∙24–3·∙69)1	
  
	
  

	
  
	
  

	
  



Exposure	
  to	
  
violence,	
  abuse	
  
and	
  trauma	
  

Developmental	
  
delay,	
  Mental	
  

health	
  problems,	
  
Disability	
  







But	
  when	
   three	
  weeks	
   passed	
  without	
   hearing	
   from	
  
the	
  police,	
  she	
  decided	
  to	
  take	
  her	
  back	
  to	
  school.	
  She	
  
was	
   then	
   allegedly	
   repeatedly	
   raped	
   at	
   the	
   school's	
  
toilets.	
  
	
  
She	
  said	
  three	
  of	
  the	
  four	
  rape	
  cases	
  were	
  withdrawn	
  
because	
  a	
  psychologist	
  handling	
  the	
  case	
  said	
  the	
  girl	
  
was	
  not	
  fit	
  to	
  tes=fy.	
  
	
  
"She	
  can	
  talk	
  and	
  she	
  understands	
  when	
  spoken	
  to,	
  I	
  
do	
  not	
  understand	
  when	
  they	
  say	
  she	
  cannot	
  tes=fy,"	
  
she	
  said.	
  



Experience from Orange Farm 

264	
  families	
  of	
  people	
  with	
  
disabili=es,	
  93%	
  are	
  families	
  
of	
  children	
  with	
  disabili=es	
  
	
  

10	
  cases	
  of	
  rape,	
  4	
  cases	
  of	
  
sexual	
  assault,	
  2	
  cases	
  of	
  
physical	
  abuse	
  
	
  
One	
  case	
  proceeded	
  to	
  trial	
  
	
  

One	
  suspended	
  sentence	
  



Experience from Orange Farm 

80%	
  of	
  cases	
  were	
  
allega=ons	
  of	
  rape	
  
	
  

14	
  of	
  the	
  vic=ms	
  were	
  girls	
  
with	
  disabili=es	
  
	
  

93%	
  of	
  the	
  vic=ms	
  have	
  an	
  
intellectual	
  impairment	
  
	
  

20%	
  of	
  the	
  vic=ms	
  had	
  
mul=ple	
  impairments	
  



Understanding disability 

•  Diagnosis	
  
	
  
•  Impairments	
  
	
  
•  Disabili=es	
  



•  Primary	
  diagnosis	
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Understanding disability 

•  Impairment	
  of	
  func=on	
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Mul=ple	
  
impairments	
  

Intellectual	
  
impairment	
  

Sensory-­‐
Perceptual	
  
impairment	
  

Physical	
  
impairment	
  

Communica=on	
  disorder	
  

Behavioural	
  
disorder	
  

Seizure	
  
disorder	
  

Psycho-­‐
social	
  

disability	
  

	
  
Neuro-­‐

developmental	
  
disability	
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Complex	
  barriers	
  

7 Sicking et al (2013) The challenges of reporting, investigating, and prosecuting of sexual violence 
among people with disabilities in South Africa, HEARD, University of kwaZulu Natal  

	
  	
  



Components	
  of	
  access	
  to	
  jus=ce	
  
Physical:	
  disabled	
  toilets;	
  ramps,	
  doorways	
  and	
  floor	
  surfaces;	
  
elevators;	
  and	
  the	
  loca=on	
  of	
  the	
  service	
  rela=ve	
  to	
  major	
  public	
  
transport	
  routes	
  
Procedural:	
  adapta=on	
  of	
  regular	
  procedures	
  followed	
  by	
  service	
  
providers	
  to	
  accommodate	
  the	
  needs	
  of	
  people	
  with	
  disabili=es.	
  
Communica3on:	
  availability	
  and	
  accessibility	
  of	
  informa=on	
  in	
  
alterna=ve	
  formats	
  such	
  as	
  Braille,	
  audiotapes	
  and	
  other	
  
communica=on	
  aids	
  
A5tudinal:	
  sensi=vity,	
  training	
  or	
  strategic	
  discussions	
  on	
  the	
  issue	
  
of	
  disability	
  and	
  gender-­‐based	
  violence	
  
Financial:	
  cost	
  of	
  services,	
  accessibility	
  of	
  these	
  services	
  to	
  clients	
  
using	
  public	
  transport8	
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  Study	
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  and	
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Until people with disabilities 
have obtained their rightful 
status as human beings, able 
to claim and exercise the 
various rights to which they 
are entitled, violence against 
women, and particularly black 
women with [ intellectual] 
disabilities, will continue to 
ravage its way through our 
society8 
 	
  
	
  



	
  
	
  




